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Q & A: How Does Return to Work (RTW) Work?

A : The Return to Work program is still alive
and well. It is scheduled to sunset in 2012.
It will end on Julyal, 2012 unless a new bill
gives it a second life.

Most importantly, if you intend to take
advantage of returning to work as a retiree,

you must have a 12 month layout immediately
before applying for permission to participate in the
Return to Work program. The layout must have started
sometime after your retirement date. If you have been
doing ANY kind of work for an ERB employer in the 12
months before you apply you will not be approved for

Return to Work. You must have a request approved
by ERB BEFORE you begin working under the RTW
program

If you plan to work less thani2S of what, the
full time equivalent of your new jobs full'time
hours or earn under $15,000 in a fiscal year
you do NOT need the one year layout as you
are not in the Return to Work program.You

can work, as an ERB retiree, indefinitely under

this rule.

If you have any questions about coming back to work
for an ERB employer after retirement please call
ERB at 1 (866) 691-2345 t0 make sure you are not
jeopardizing your retirement income.

Member Profile Janet Kahn

kinesthetically, for example, than others
do. Dance and drama teachers know very
well how movement can be integrated
into the classroom. The arts are a great
way to use different teaching approaches
to Tt different learning styles. “No two
children learn the same way,” Kahn says,
“s0 a teacher needs to have a bag of tricks
that’s wide and deep.”

Classroom teachers get
support for arts
Kahn is eager to help classroom teachers
supplement the art and music instruction
their students receive, but recognizes
the challenges. “The stress level of our
classroom teachers is off the charts,”
Kahn states. “They know students
need the arts, but if it’s not going to be
tested, they don’t feel they can Tt it into
their curriculum. So we offer a summer
workshop for elementary classroom
teachers that focuses on integrating the
arts across the curriculum; this year we’re
focusing on integration with math. By

making the workshop very participatory,
by demonstrating the connections to
content standards - and by giving them
lots of free supplies, we have found that
their confdence and comfort level with
the arts is greatly increased. And as a
result, we fnd that these teachers are
much more likely to incorporate the arts
into their daily classroom instruction.”

Networking with the community
Knowing how diffcult the frst few
years can be for beginning teachers, the
elementary Fine Arts program initiated
an in-house mentoring program so new
teachers can work with experienced
teachers for their frst two years. A
partnership with the University of New
Mexico College of Fine Arts and College
of Education now places UNM students
in art and music education programs with
APS elementary art and music teachers
for their student teaching experiences.
Kahn also works with over 40 arts-related
community individuals and organizations
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to help them bring their programs and
services to students and teachers. “We are
so fortunate to live in a community with
such a wealth of arts resources to share
with our schools.”

Not just yet

Kahn has been married to husband Charlie
for 38 years. He buys and sells cattle and
also grazes them outside of Mountainair
when rains bring grass. They have two
grown children, son Zach who’s studying
in Colorado to become a physician’s
assistant, and daughter, Jenni, a speech
therapist, who also lives in Colorado with
her husband and two children. Charlie
loves to cook — beef, of course — and Janet
loves historical novels and movies.

She’s thinking more these days about
retirement, but isn’t ready to. “l need a
plan, but I haven’t done that yet. | need
something to retire to,” she muses.



